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I turned my hobby
into a career!

Careers Column

Making your hobby a career needn’t be
an unrealistic dream. With hard work,
commitment and the rounded training you get
from college education.

Weekly career planning advice for young people and
their parents, from the education and career experts
at Gloucestershire College.

Here are some of our former students who
have turned their passion into a career.
Sophie Jefferies
Owner of Design and
Print Business,
SMUJ Creative
Level 3 BTEC and HND
in Graphic Design
“I chose GC because I wanted to be a
graphic designer and when I visited I liked
the teaching style. The HND course offered
opportunities to work with design agencies,
which gave me a great insight into the
industry.

Turning a Passion into a Career
Steve Weldon Advice and Guidance Manager
In my role as Advice and Guidance Manager
I speak to many parents, and one of the
main questions I’m asked is “will my child get
anywhere by doing this course?”.
Many parents feel that doing a full-time
performing arts, sport or media course will
lead to nothing. But what if it doesn’t? What if
your child’s hobby and passion becomes their
career?
Remember the saying, “Find a job you love,
and you will never do a day’s work again”, it’s
still true.
In many cases, the students I speak to choose
A Levels because they feel it is a safer option
to have a spread of subjects. This is a very
sensible choice if you really have no idea where
your future career will take you. However, some
of these students would love to pursue their
passion for photography, graphic design, film or
other subjects but are put off because they are
often seen as hobbies rather than careers.
The inevitable question is, ‘should I follow my
passion?’ It is important to enjoy education,
and any future career, so your passion is a great
starting place. If you love photography, why
combine it with three other A Level subjects
when you can study it as a stand-alone
qualification in great depth? Surely it is more
worthwhile to focus your attention on really

getting to grips with every aspect of a subject,
with work placements and mentoring from
expert lecturers, than compromise by taking
other subjects for the sake of it.
Choosing a pure subject need not be seen as a
negative. Here are a few reasons why following
your passion at college can be the right choice.
Progression to university
At Gloucestershire College, students can
specialise in their chosen subject while
earning BTEC national qualifications, which
are equivalent to three A Levels and therefore
accepted by 95% of UK universities.
Employability
The Confederation of British Industry (CBI),
has claimed that schools are “exam factories”
and that A Levels fail to prepare students for
the world of work. BTECs prepare students
for employment, with courses designed to
develop a student’s employability skills through
the experience of real-life practical tasks and
work placements. BTEC qualifications are wellregarded by employers, because students are
able to develop transferrable skills such as time
management, communication, problem solving
and planning.
The learning environment
Choosing the right environment to study your
passionTiseakey. Colleges provide industry
m
standard classrooms,
professional equipment
w

and most importantly expert staff!

Post-GCSE Advice
Making the choice to solely pursue one
subject is a big decision, which can
seem daunting to both young people
and their parents.
Which is where the GC Advice Team
can help. Our experienced advisers will
be at our three campuses on Friday 25
August, for post-GCSE Results Advice
Day. Drop in between 10am and 4pm for
advice on courses, late applications and
what to do if you’ve changed your mind
or didn’t get the results you expected.
Can’t make it? Don’t worry, you can also
contact us on 0345 155 2020.
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Alex Tuffley
Studied at the London
College of Fashion and
now works at Nicole
Farhi in London
Level 3 Fashion and
Clothing Extended
Diploma
“I have always wanted to work in fashion and
GC was a great place to learn because we
got to work in a real studio environment and
get work experience as dressers at events in
London.”
“My college experience was very positive,
helping me to progress to one of the best
fashion universities in the world. Apart
from the course itself, the studio space,
photography studios and various software
available helped me further my education
in fashion. A room dedicated to the fashion
course created a free flow workspace,
meaning sewing machines and overlockers
were always available.”

You’re more than
a qualification.
Lead
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Six months ago I set up my own design and
print company, which has been so successful
that I’ve been able to rent a unit and hire an
assistant.”

The staff who teach at colleges are from
industry and many still work in those industries
alongside their teaching commitments, which
makes them perfect sounding blocks on how to
kick-start your career. Who best to learn from
than those that have been there and done it?
They chose to follow their passion and have
now decided to pass their expertise on.
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After graduating I worked as a junior designer
for several companies, working with big
names like Mitsubishi, Audi, the NHS and BP.
By the age of 21 I was running the design
department.
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Find out how you can personalise your learning with our Learning
Mentors and Employment Coaches to develop the skills you need to really
stand out from the crowd.

Post-GCSE Advice Day
Friday 25 August.

Find out more at www.post16choices.co.uk

