
  

 

 
 

 

As we move into the next stage of our national lockdown and begin to see some 

tentative steps back to ‘how things were’, we wanted to keep PREVENT – the 

programme aiming to prevent terrorism and radicalisation at the forefront and to 

update you on the current national situation. 

Please note, this update includes a real life case of a teenager convicted 

of terror offences 

 
 

  

 
 

The terror threat in the UK was raised to ‘severe’ in November 2020 following 

the attacks in France and Austria but from February 2021 this has been 



 

downgraded to ‘substantial’.  The fear of copycat attacks has not materialised, 

this is felt to be mainly due to the absence of large gatherings because of the 

pandemic, giving terrorists less opportunity.  Although this has eased the threat 

at the moment the Home Secretary, Pritti Patel, has said the public need to 

remain vigilant and report any concerns to the police -  Islamic State's 

ideology hasn't evaporated and so the threat remains.  

 
 

  

 
 

Whilst the opportunity for large scale terrorist attacks has diminished, the threat 

from far right groups remains an issue and the current lockdown has once again 

given online groomers the opportunity to exploit isolation amongst young people 

who are, inevitably, spending more time online.  Some right wing sites have 

seen a huge increase in traffic. 



 

The Institute for Strategic Dialogue has reported that the user base of an 

international white supremacist Telegram channel focussing on 

coronavirus grew from 300 to 2,700 people in just one month. 

Whilst this is concerning it’s also important to remember, however, that many 

young people do not actively seek out information, they may just come across a 

website accidentally and find something that resonates with them.    

 
 

  

 
 

The head of Counter Terrorism Policing, Neil Basu, has advised parents and 

carers to ‘Act Early’, be vigilant and look out for signs of extremist grooming as 

young people spend more time out of school and online.  His advice is 

appropriate for College staff too who may notice something that concerns 

them when holding an online session or a 1:1 with a student. He said: 

  

“The year ahead will continue to be a challenging one for everyone as we deal 

with the ongoing impact of Covid-19. With most children and students now 

learning from home again, and conspiracy theories continuing to circulate, we 

know that there are increased risks of online radicalisation and an unavoidable 

lack of some of the protective safeguarding that contact with schools, colleges 



 

and other services can provide.  We saw during the first lockdown period last 

year that referrals to the Prevent programme were lower than expected, all 

while the risk of radicalisation was actually increasing. So I am calling on 

parents and carers to be extra vigilant about who their children are talking to 

online; to keep a close eye out for the signs of extremist grooming; and to seek 

specialist advice if they do have a concern…… By improving understanding of 

Prevent and explaining the way we work with partners through our voluntary 

and safeguarding-led approach that deals with all forms of radicalisation, we 

hope more people will be encouraged and assured to seek help at an earlier 

stage, wherever appropriate.” 

 

Assistant Commissioner Neil Basu 

 
 

  

 
 

The Counter Terrorism and the Act Early websites have some useful 

information and are a great resource for you to draw on. Below you will find 

links to two short films that explain what happens when someone is referred to 

the Prevent programme. 

 

The two new animated films can be found on the ACT Early website here: 

 



 

https://actearly.uk/support/reach-out-for-help/ 

https://actearly.uk/working-together/how-we-help/ 

 
 

  

 
 

Read on for a real life account of a teenager convicted of terrorist offences: 

A recent case saw a 16 year old boy from Cornwall become the youngest in the 

UK to be convicted of offences against the Terrorism Act and subsequently 

given a two year rehabilitation order.  At the Old Bailey, Judge Mark Dennis QC 

said a custodial sentence would "undo" the progress made since the boy was 

arrested in July 2019. The judge said the teenager had "significant 

vulnerabilities" stemming from an "abnormal childhood" but that public safety 

required the boy's rehabilitation. 

The boy collected far right material and expressed racist, homophobic and anti-

Semitic views on online platforms between 2018 and July 2019, the court heard 

and, aged 14, became the leader of the British arm of a now banned neo-Nazi 

terrorist organisation called Feuerkrieg Divisio, recruiting others via online 

platforms.  The group wanted to enact "white jihad" and the genocide of non-

https://actearly.uk/support/reach-out-for-help/
https://actearly.uk/working-together/how-we-help/


 

white people. The judge said the boy had entered an "online world of wicked 

prejudice and violent bigotry". 

The Crown Prosecution Service said after the case that people would "rightly be 

disturbed that a 13-year-old should hold the most appalling neo-Nazi 

beliefs".  The boy "claimed not to have racist views and just wanted to appear 

cool", but the "body of evidence led to him pleading guilty to possession and 

dissemination of terrorist material".  He admitted 12 offences including 

downloading a bomb-making manual. 

Det Insp Mark Samuel, of Counter Terrorism Policing South West, said the case 

was a "timely reminder of potential extremism" online.  He said the "risk for the 

young and vulnerable" was "especially true during lockdown where young 

people spend more time online, often alone and unsupervised", the age of the 

offender, the "extreme hatred displayed" and the speed with which he became 

leader of the extreme group, "brings into sharp focus the real and clear danger 

of online radicalisation". 

 
 

 

Talking Points 

 

Please use the questions below as a starting point for internal 
discussions with your colleagues about this topic; you can of 

course ask your own questions too. 
 

What phrases, signs or indicators may make you concerned 
that a  young person you know is being radicalised? 

Do you think extremism is more likely in any of our campus 
areas?  Why? 

What might be a concern in Gloucestershire? 
What concerns you the most about this topic? 

 

 
 

Whilst police, security forces and schools remain resolute in their fight against 

radicalisation and extremism, this upsurge comes at a time when authorities are 



 

already under immense pressure so it is important that we all play our part. 

  

If you are concerned about someone or need help tell the police 

via www.gloucestershire.police.uk, by calling 101, or in an emergency by 

calling 999. 

 
 

 

We are also here to support you - 
you can contact the College's 

Safeguarding team by emailing 
safeguarding@glosol.ac.uk - this 

email address is monitored Monday 
to Friday 08:30-17:00 

 

 
 

 

Helpful Resources 

  

 
 

 

 

Please email Safeguarding concerns to safeguarding@gloscol.ac.uk 
 

http://www.gloucestershire.police.uk/


 


