
  

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) – it sounds like something that happens to 

other people doesn’t it? Unfortunately, that isn’t always the case, and already 

this year the Safeguarding team have received a referral for a CSE concern, 

add that to the two we had last year, and the one the year before that and you 

can see that it is a real issue and could well happen to a young person you are 

working with. 

 

The aim of this newsletter is to give you a greater understanding of CSE, and 

the signs to look out for if one of your students is a victim of this abuse. 

 
 



  

 
 

 

What is CSE and what does it look like? 

 

Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) is a form of Child Sexual Abuse (CSA). It 

occurs where an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power 

to coerce, manipulate or deceive a child or young person under the age of 18 

into sexual activity in exchange for something the victim needs or wants, (like 

gifts, drugs, money, status and affection), and/or for the financial advantage or 

increased status of the perpetrator or facilitator. 

 

The victim may have been sexually exploited even if the sexual activity appears 

consensual. They may trust their abuser and not understand that they're being 

abused. Child Sexual Exploitation does not always involve physical contact; it 

can also occur through the use of technology. It can involve children and young 

people of all ages and genders from all social and ethnic backgrounds. 

 
 

Children or young people might be 
invited to parties or gatherings with 
people their own age, or with adults, 

and given drugs and alcohol. They may 
be assaulted and sexually abused by 

one person or multiple perpetrators. The 



 

sexual assaults and abuse can be 
violent, humiliating and degrading. 

  

 
 

 

Some signs that young person is the victim of CSE could be:          

 Unhealthy or inappropriate sexual behaviour 

 Being frightened of some people, places or situations 

 Bring secretive 

 Sharp changes in mood or character 

 Having money or things they can't or won't explain 

 Physical signs of abuse – unexplained injuries 

 Alcohol or drug misuse 

 Sexually transmitted infections 

 Pregnancy 

Or you may be aware they: 

 Have an older boyfriend or girlfriend 

 Are staying out late or overnight 

 Have a new group of friends 

 Are missing from home or care, or absent from college 

 Are hanging out with older people, other vulnerable people or in 

antisocial groups. 

 Are involved in a gang. 

 Are involved in criminal activities like selling drugs or shoplifting 

 
 

Sexual exploitation can be difficult to 
spot and sometimes mistaken for 

"normal" teenage behaviour. 



 

Knowing the signs can help protect 
young people when they have no 

one else to turn to. 

 
 

  

 
 

CSE online and in gangs 

 

CSE can also happen online. An abuser will gain a child's trust or control them 

through threats of violence or blackmail before moving onto sexually abusing 



 

them. This can happen in a short period of time. 

When a child is sexually exploited online they might be persuaded or forced to: 

 send or post sexually explicit images of themselves 

 film or stream sexual activities 

 have sexual conversations 

Once an abuser has images, video or copies of conversations, they might use 

threats and blackmail to force a young person to take part in other sexual 

activity. They may also share the images and videos with others or circulate 

them online. 

Gangs use sexual exploitation: 

 to exert power and control 

 for initiation 

 to use sexual violence as a weapon 

 
 

  

 
 

The scale of CSE online 

 Law enforcement agencies in the UK are currently arresting around 450 

individuals and safeguarding over 600 children each month through their 

efforts to combat online CSE 



 

 In the UK alone, it is estimated there are 80,000 people who present a 

sexual threat to children online 

 Statistics from the National Crime Agency (NCA) show that last year 2.88 

million accounts were registered globally across the most harmful child 

sexual abuse dark web sites, with at least 5% believed to be registered 

in the UK 

 
 

 

Helpful Resources 

  

 
 

 

 

Please email Safeguarding concerns to safeguarding@gloscol.ac.uk 
 

 


