
 
 

 
Welcome to your new music/music production course at 
Gloucestershire College. You have chosen to study a fast paced, 
creative course that will push your musical and/or music 
technology skills. You’ll need to work hard, communicate, 
challenge yourself, have a professional attitude and be ready to 
learn… 

 
To help prepare you for the start of your course your tutors are setting you a creative challenge, with 
three task options to choose from. Think about which option you choose when you start this task 
and how you might produce the piece of work – digital is our preference but we realise at this stage 
you might not have the appropriate software for some of the task options, so choose carefully. 
 

scenario 
 
The advertising agency behind the successful John Lewis Christmas ads are stuck with what to do 
this year. A key part of their advertising campaigns has always been the reinvention of an already 
well-known song, and this year they’re looking for new ideas. That’s where you come in. 
 
task intro 
 
1. Choose a song that you think could do with a reinvention and analyse it. Think about how it works 

musically and its genre. 
2. Once you’ve picked your song, choose one of the tasks below to complete. 
 
option one 

 
1. Write up your analysis of the song you chose. See the hints and 
tips section for what you should cover in your analysis. 
2. Find a cover version of the song where they’ve changed the genre 
and compare the two – how have they made it sound like a different 
genre whilst keeping the song recognisably the same? Write this up 
too. 

 

option two 
 
Record your own cover version of the song you chose – but change the style/genre. This can be 
done live as an audio or video recording, or digitally if you have the equipment/software. 
 
option three 
 
Create a remix of the original song of you have the equipment/software. 
 
submission 
 
Email a copy of your work (as a written document, video file or 
audio file) to: nicola.cudby@gloscol.ac.uk 
 
 
 
 



hints and tips 
 
Once you’ve chosen a song to analyse, think about what the musical building blocks of a song are 
(melody, rhythm, harmony, texture, structure, instrumental/vocal techniques), and how you know 
what style/genre it’s in when you hear it. 
 
Look for bands/artists who are known for doing cover versions of well-known songs and changing 
the style/genre for some inspiration. Some YouTube/Spotify suggestions are: 
 

§ Postmodern Jukebox 
§ Nouvelle Vague 
§ Me First and the Gimme Gimmes 
§ Richard Cheese 
§ Hayseed Dixie 
§ Dread Zeppelin 

Be as creative as you like for options two or three. There are a couple of software companies who 
are making their products free during lockdown too. Apple and Ableton are offering a 90 day free 
trial, for the first time ever, for example. 

Oh, and if you can get hold of acapellas/stem files for option three then that can really help… 

 


