
This Time
Next Year

#GCFutureMe 
 
Learning that works.

#GCFutureMe  
Guide
Information and Guidance 
to support your career



Welcome to Your  
#GCFutureMe Guide 
This guide gives you further access to the information, 
inspiration and support you need to help you get to where you 
want to be.

By continuing to gain qualifications at GC, 
you are driving your career forwards.

This booklet will support you to:

  Understand where you are now

  Explore the options that you have

  Make some informed choices 

Spending time thinking about what you 
are passionate about, the way you like to 
learn and the particular skills you already 
have is really important. 

Gloucestershire College is committed to 
supporting you to progress and develop. 
We call this our ‘progression promise’. 
“Our Progr

Our progression promise: as a 
student we want to make sure you 
have the support you need to 
continue your studies with us, 
achieve your aspirations and gain 
the skills you need for your career. To 
ensure you are ready for the next level 
of study, our academic and support 
teams will work with you throughout 
the year, so you are informed and 
understand what is required of you to 
progress. You need to be engaged, 
motivated and successfully achieve 
your main qualification (also showing 
good progress in English and Maths). 
We will guide you onto the next step 
of your journey. 
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In this 
handbook 
we will cover:
 
College - Page 6
Apprenticeships - Page 7
University Level Courses - Page 9
Employment - Page 10
Where to start - Page 15

Remember!  
You have to stay in 

education until age 18

The Education and Skills Act 2008 
increased the age young people are 
required to continue in learning  
or training. 

Until age 18 you must be in:

• Full-time education, such as school, 

college or home education
• Apprenticeships or work-based 

learning
• Part-time education or training if you 

are employed or self employed 
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The higher the level you progress to, the higher your earning potential when you finish  
your course! 
 

*Source: https://www.payscale.com

What level are you?  
A qualification shows employers what you have learnt and what 
you can do as a result of that learning. There are a huge variety of 
qualifications available so they are grouped together into levels 
to show how they compare and what other qualifications they 
can lead to.

Level 4-7  

Higher and Degree apprenticeships - University - 

Higher Level Study

Level 3  

BTECs - VRQs - Advanced Apprenticeships 
3 Distinctions are equivalent to 3 As at A-level

Level 2  

BTECs - VRQs - Intermediate Apprenticeships 
Equivalent to four/five GCSE grades A*-C / 9-4

Level 1  

BTECs - VRQs - Traineeships 
Equivalent to three/four GCSE grades D-G / 3-1

ESOL* Courses  

*English for speakers of other languages (Offered at Entry 

Level and Pre-Entry Level)

Qualifications 
Explained

Average 
earning 

salary for Level 2 qualified 
employees - 

£17,000*

Average 

earning 

salary for Level 

3 qualified 

employees - 

£20,000*

Average 

salary for 

Level 4 qualified 

employees  

£21,000 - 

£35,000+*
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Are you making the most of college? 
You can take part in work experience placements as part of your 
study programme. 

Student Development
GC is committed to working with employers 
to ensure you have as much real work 
experience as possible during your time 
with us. We know this makes a real 
difference to local employers, and to your 
potential success as a continuing student,  
an employee, an apprentice or future 
business owner. 

At GC you will have the opportunity to 
personalise your study programme by 
choosing the best development for you 
through one or more of the following:

• Additional work experience
• Volunteering
• Sports and activities
• Training and development

Find out more in any of our Student Hubs.

Work Experience and CPD
We encourage all students to undertake 
work experience and activities to enhance 
their skills. We aim for all students to 
complete 100 hours. 

We have an employability team to support 
with this and they can be contacted on:

email: employability@gloscol.ac.uk  
call: 01452 563220

75% of work experience 
students said it had 
provided them with new 
skills and increased their 
confidence. 

Nearly a quarter of students 
who finished a work experience 
placement were offered a job 
by the employer who gave 
them work experience. 
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College 
A progression path is a route you plan to take through education 
and into employment. We encourage all our students to think 
ahead so that they can choose the right courses to suit them 
and their future.

Progressing on to the next level in your 
education can give you more experience, 
higher qualifications and much greater 
earning potential. 
 

We highly recommend applying 
for any course at GC by 31 March. 
Remember, you can apply for 
several options at once!

1. Apply Early! - we recommend by 31 
March in order to guarantee a place 
on your first choice of course. All our 
applications are processed online so 
visit our website to view and apply - 
www.gloscol.ac.uk/courses

2. Tell your Student Mentor - they can 
support your application and make 
sure that you’ve considered all options.

3. Do well on your current course 
- focus on passing this year, making 
good progress and attending well.

4. Consider an apprenticeship - you 
can apply for more than one course or 
route at once. But you may be asked 
to prioritise your choices e.g between a 
full time course and an apprenticeship. 
You can always amend this later on.

Almost a third of employers in the UK agree that they are more likely to hire 
someone on a premium wage who is qualified to at least Level 3. Furthermore, 
60% of UK employers see vocational qualifications as more attractive or equal 
to the traditional, academic qualifications.
(Source: www.dlcandtraining.co.uk)

Nathan Long
Level 3 Computing Extended Diploma 

“My tutors gave me so much help and advice 
so I could choose to focus on cyber and 
forensics and develop this as my specialist 
field. Thanks to my GC course and tutors, 
I was encouraged to progress from my Level 
3 Extended diploma onto a Level 4 Cyber 
Apprenticeship with Cyber Security Associates 
where I now work, and attend GC for 
classroom learning.”
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You can also  
apply to us at the same time as applying  to UCAS -  

keep your 
options open!

  At GC, 9 out of 10 apprentices stay with the 
same employer and nearly all (98%) apprentices 
were rewarded with pay rises, promotions or 
other employee benefits.

Apprenticeship 
Becoming an apprentice can be an excellent step on your career path.

Apprenticeships offer the chance to study, 
earn money and gain a formal qualification 
at the same time. GC offers many 
apprenticeships in a range of business 
sectors, from IT, construction and 
engineering, to hairdressing, and care 
and hospitality. These range from Level 2 
to Higher Apprenticeships at Level 4 or 5.
 
If you aren’t sure which apprenticeship 
to choose, you can contact one of our 
specialists in the Apprenticeship Team who 
can advise on what employer vacancies 
we currently have available. The sooner 
you apply the better, as there is more 
time to evaluate all options. Come to our 
Apprenticeship Open Evening in March 
where you can meet with employers and 
get career advice.

1. Apply for an apprenticeship listed 
on our website or on the National 
Government Apprenticeship website 
listed below.

2. We will invite you in for a 
1-1 interview with one of our 
apprenticeship specialists where you 
can ask all about our apprenticeships 
and the current apprenticeship 
vacancies on offer.

3. If shortlisted, you will then be invited 
to an interview with the employer. Ask 
lots of questions and consider if you 
could see yourself working there.
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Useful Links:
www.gloscol.ac.uk/apprenticeships/vacancies  
www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship.

Apprenticeship 
Open evening 

– 18 March 
2020
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“I made great relationships 
with the lecturers, they 
understood my skillset and 
really supported me.” 

Jess, Early Years Foundation Degree Alumni



University Level Courses at GC

University-level learning is likely to further 
increase your career options, future pay 
prospects and chances of promotion. The 
UK job market requires qualified workers 
to fill skills gaps, meaning there is more 
demand than ever for students to study 
higher level qualifications.

According to Which?, the average student 
in England will graduate with debts of over 
£50,000. It’s no wonder that people are 
finding much more practical alternatives to 
university to accelerate their careers.

Studying university level courses locally 
can help significantly reduce the costs of 

gaining a degree; with competitive fees and 
no relocation costs. And as you’ve already 
studied a further education qualification at 
GC, you could also be entitled to a bursary 
to help towards the costs of your course.

With a wide range of part-time and 
full-time professional courses, HNCs, 
HNDs, foundation degrees, degrees, 
and postgraduate qualifications at 
Gloucestershire College (GC), you can 
choose a pace of study to suit your lifestyle 
and career goals. You can still achieve a 
degree-level course while you work, but if 
you’re new to the workplace you’ll gain that 
all important work experience at GC too. 

Providing the right environment

We don’t believe in large class sizes. That’s why, if you study with us, you won’t get 
lost in a sea of other students. This enables our students to build truly remarkable 
relationships with our lecturers; they get to know you personally, maximising your 
strengths and growing your confidence in your chosen area of expertise. Our 
lecturers are subject specialists, they have worked in the industry and many still do 
today, understanding what skills you need in the real world.

We’re a friendly group of people, and many of our students form close friendships 
with their classmates too, creating that extra support network while you study.

Ask your student mentor for a copy, pick one up from student services or check out 
a digital version via gcprospectus.co.uk
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GC University Level 
Prospectus 2020 

– available at Student Services
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Getting into Employment 
If you’re ready to start your career journey, here’s our guide to 
maximise your prospects. 

10 Steps to Improving Your Employment Prospects:

1. Complete your qualification, including passing your English and maths 

2. Gain work experience and start tracking Continuous Professional Development (CPD) 
with your Employability Coach

3. Be prepared for any interviews: research the job, company and industry 

4. Use the following sources for your research: Information Advice and Guidance  
leaflet, lecturers, college careers advisors, industry body and National Careers 
Service websites

5. Practice interview questions, role play with a friend or family member 

6. Apply directly to company vacancies, as well as through job sites 

7. Double check the job description and essential criteria before submitting an 
application

8. Tailor every application or CV to the job description 

9. Follow up an application or interview for feedback – even if you are unsuccessful 

10. Review your online/social media profile and lock down your social media  
privacy settings



“The business course is very 
versatile so it can help with lots of 

job options after college. My dream 
career is something in finance, 

maybe a Chartered Accountant, so 
everything I’m learning now on my 

course about Business will help me 
to reach that goal”
Ben, Business Level 3 Student
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UCAS tips and Links

One of the great things about achieving a Level 3 Extended Diploma at GC, is that it gives 
you exactly the same UCAS tariff points as you can earn with A-levels.  This means you 
could have the entry requirements to apply to the 95% of universities who are happy to 
accept BTecs, giving you the choice from around 35,000 courses at over 300 different 
universities and colleges. 

Explore all your options and gather as much information as you can to help you make 
well-informed decisions:

• Register with the UCAS Hub at: ucas.com/account/login to find a ‘to do’ 
list that will guide you through the process, links to help you select universities, 
compare courses, book open days and write your personal statement. You can 
save this profile and return to it whenever you like.

• Use our student guide to take you through the application process:               
www.gloscol.ac.uk/media/996113/he-application-document-v3.pdf 

• Explore which careers different degree subjects can take you into:                 
www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree

• Go to www.whatuni.com and download their handy app for access to loads of 
information and student reviews

• Go and visit the ones that interest you: www.opendays.com
• For the lowdown on Student Finance and loans information, visit:                   

www.gov.uk/student-finance/new-fulltime-students  
• Thinking of studying abroad? www.thestudentworld.com/   
• Or maybe a gap year? www.gapyear.com/ 

Your Student Development and Academic Tutorial sessions will guide you through the whole 
process, so make sure you attend and speak to your tutor and Student Mentor.  You can 
also pop into the Student Hub and speak to a careers advisor if you have questions. 
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Employment Checklist  
Before you start your job search, here’s our handy preparation 

checklist.

Check out Next Steps Online and reflect on what progress you have made on  
your skills 

Research all of the types of jobs and careers you might want to do 

Maximise your contacts: who do you know that works in the sector you’re interested in? 
Can they help you with work experience or advice?

Book a careers appointment through your Student Mentor or Student Services 

Prepare your CV for a job application or interview (Employability Coaches can  
help you)

Write a personal statement – handy for UCAS, job application or interview preparation

Consider what work experience or Continuous Professional Development (CPD) you 
could do. If you need support email employability@gloscol.ac.uk

Explore an Apprenticeship to earn while you learn

Sign up to our apprenticeship open evening at our Gloucester campus - 18 March 2020

 

Next Steps 
Online (VLE)

Jobsites

 

UCAS 
Website

 
National 

Careers Service 
Website

Gloucestershire 
College Staff

 

Friends,  
family and 

connections
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Contact, Links and Further Help 
General Careers Advice and Careers Matching #GCFUTUREME

#GCFutureMe  

The #GCFutureMe page is full of information 
and links to resources that you can download. 
Access #GCFutureMe through the Virtual 
Library from the Student Home Page.
 

icould.com  

Research ideas through a careers wizard 
and browse real life video clips in order to 
gain inspiration and information from those 
currently working within an industry. Also 
incorporates the ‘Buzz’ test which can find 
out your personality type and what careers 
may suit you best. 

prospects.ac.uk 
Careers advisory site containing information 
relating to hundreds of job types, how to 
access these and also has a quiz to match 
your personality and skills to 400+ job types.
 

notgoingtouni.co.uk 

Help with finding apprenticeships, college 
courses or work experience; basically 
anything that helps you stay debt free whilst 
studying.

careersbox.co.uk  

Explore different job sectors through the site’s 
‘Digital Guide’ and the use of industry related 
media clips.

nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk 

National Careers Service: job profiles, job 
market information, advice on CVs and career 
planning. Lots more tools for you to explore.

studentladder.co.uk 

Careers and development website for advice 
on CVs, applications and assessment 
centres. Provides information, advice and 
guidance from GCSE through to graduation. 
Over 2,500 work placements, graduate 
schemes and internships for 16-24 year olds. 
 

123test.com/career-test 

Free visual test based on John Holland’s work 
values and personality testing. No registration 
required.
 

career-test.co.uk  
Personality test and careers matching. You 
need to create an account and it only takes 
15-20 minutes.
 

allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk
Helps school leavers get jobs and understand 
the career paths available to them, from 
current apprenticeships and school leaver 
programme opportunities. 
 

ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk
Search and apply for apprenticeship schemes 
and school leaver jobs. Read reviews from 
previous apprentices and find excellent career 
advice for young people. 
 

careerpilot.org.uk
Your choices at 14,16 and 18, routes to 
different qualifications and job sectors. Career 
tools to help you decide.

Learning that works.     14Gloucestershire College



Don’t know where to start?  
Try these ideas:

Look at the 
#GCFutureMe

resources - speak to 
your Student Mentor, 

Lecturer, or 
someone who knows 

you well

Come to the Student 
Hub for advice, support 

and to look at our 
Opportunity Shop.

Use the useful links 
on page 14 of this 
booklet to explore 

more options
Look at our 

website or drop 
into Student 

Services

Make use of 
the progression 
month tutorials
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Review your 
Next Steps 

Online Portfolio



#GCFutureMe 
 
Learning that works.


