
A new career route for you to 
take after your A Levels

Thinking about 
an alternative 
to university? 

Let’s talk about 
Apprenticeships

Learning that works.



Deciding what to do with your future can feel overwhelming, especially after getting 
your A Level exam results. Many students assume the only options are to go 
straight to university or to leave education and get a job, without knowing exactly 
what sort of career they want. However, an apprenticeship is a valid and vocational 
move that many young adults choose after their A Level results. A great modern 
alternative to going to university, an apprenticeship could be right for you.

Gloucestershire College Apprenticeships

Finances
The average student debt after graduating from 

university is around £50,000. This includes 

the £9,000 a year tuition fees, and then any 

maintenance loans used for accommodation, 

food and general life!

 

Many students struggle with this and have to 

get a part time job whilst studying and usually 

one that isn’t linked to their degree course at 

all. With an apprenticeship you are working in 

an environment that not only is directly linked to 

your course, but will continually enhance and 

support your studies as you learn and develop 

in the workplace.  

 

As an apprentice you start earning a wage from 

the moment you begin and moreover, there’s no 

tuition fees. You will work for a company on a 

full time basis, with paid holiday, whilst studying 

towards a nationally recognised qualification.

 

 

Stand out from the crowd
If you’ve decided that you don’t want to stay in 

full time education, this is your opportunity to do

something different. You can begin working 

life earlier, instead of choosing another three 

to five years in lecture rooms and classrooms 

at university, and can use this time to trial and 

experiment with a range of different jobs to 

discover the type of work that you enjoy for a 

career. Moreover, whilst undergraduates are 

studying in the classroom, you are developing 

core communication and life skills which 

will make you more independent, and more 

employable for future jobs.

 

Employers are looking for work experience when 

they look at your CV. A degree is helpful, but 

relevant experience and a proven track record 

of working in a relevant industry is second to 

none. As an apprentice you’ll be getting valuable 

work experience that gives you the skills and 

competencies to succeed in work.

Apprenticeships: 
an alternative route 
to your dream career
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Why study an Apprenticeship 
through Gloucestershire College?  
Gloucestershire College (GC) offers a wide range of apprenticeships and 
courses including Accounting, Business, Business Administration, Cyber, 
Engineering, HR, Law, Leadership & Development, Construction and the Built 
Environment, Electrician and Marketing. Our apprenticeships range from Level 
2 up to Level 6 (dependent on subject), which is equivalent to a degree. Your 
entry point will depend on the type of apprenticeship you apply for, which 
varies from sector to sector.

Employer Recruitment Service
GC has worked with local employers for 

decades and has developed strong links with 

over 1,000 Gloucestershire businesses. Our 

unrivaled Employer Recruitment Service can 

match your apprenticeship requirements and 

skill set to the right employer. We can guide 

you with your CV and link you to some of 

the largest brands in the county including 

Superdry, Renishaw, GE Aviation, Omega, 

and Hazelwoods Accounting. Our Employer 

Recruitment Service is thorough and led by 

dedicated GC professionals working hand 

in hand with some of the county’s largest 

employers.

 

Excellent Academic and Pastoral 
Support from Gloucestershire 
College
Whilst being out in the workplace develops both 

your professional and independence skills, as an 

apprentice you are not left to your own devices! 

You have the benefit of being supported by 

a workplace manager and colleagues, and a 

dedicated Gloucestershire College Training 

Co-ordinator who will regularly visit you out in 

the workplace.

Apprentices spend the majority of their time in 

the workplace with experienced professionals.

As an apprentice you get the best of both 

worlds - work managers and colleagues will 

ensure you have the knowledge and practical 

skills you need to perform in their field and 

you have the academic/pastoral support from 

College based staff.

 

For those apprenticeships which require 

classroom based teaching, you will be taught 

by industry expert lecturers as you would 

at university- at either our Gloucester or 

Cheltenham campus. At Gloucestershire

College our apprentices also receive access to 

all the pastoral and community support available 

to our full-time and higher education students 

- from careers advice, to sporting and social 

events and CV writing and guidance. 



Gloucestershire College

If you do know what type of apprenticeship you want
Then that’s great! After you’ve applied and gone through the interview process we will aim to match 

you with the best suited employer to help you make the most out of your apprenticeship.

If you do not know what type of apprenticeship you want
Then not to worry! You can undertake a general business apprenticeship, sampling lots of different 

areas of the business, before you decide which area to pursue and specialise in.

Apprenticeships offered  
at Gloucestershire College

You know exactly 

what field you want to work in

Find an employer through 

apprenticeship vacancy websites or 

employer websites

Not sure what you 

want to specialise in?

General Business Apprenticeship. Take Business Apprenticeship Programme before 

deciding which fields you would like to specialise in

Finance

Accounting
Marketing Law

Business 
Support

Apprenticeships

Engineering 
and 

Construction
Management



See for yourself 
Local sixth form students who chose an apprenticeship with Gloucestershire 
College over university. 

Name: Caitlin Harvey
School: Balcarras Sixth Form
Apprenticeship: Marketing
Company: EveryClick
Current job role: Digital Marketing Executive at Helical Levity
 

“I chose an apprenticeship because it was different and I felt I was not wasting 3 years at university to 

potentially not get a job after. With an apprenticeship it is common place that the company then takes 

you on as a full-time employee once you have finished as you know how the company works and are 

experienced in the role. This makes you feel like you’ve achieved something after 18 months of learning.” 
 

“I got my apprenticeship by looking on the Government apprenticeship website and then the 

Gloucestershire College website as it gave more in-depth learning on marketing as a whole, which was 

important to me. Once in the role my manager mapped my workload to what I was learning in college, so 

my coursework was happening in my day to day job, making it easier to complete each unit.” 
 

My top tip when applying for apprenticeships is:

“Make sure you know what industry you want to go into before taking on an apprenticeship, because it 

can be hard at the beginning as you are working 37.5 hours a week alongside doing a college course, so 

your heart needs to be in it from the beginning.”

Name: Trula Brunsdon
School: Ribston Hall Sixth Form
Apprenticeship: Legal
Company: Sherbornes Solicitors Limited

Current job role: Associate Solicitor at Sherbornes Solicitors Limited 
 

“By the time I finished sixth form I wanted to work and earn some money. Although I didn’t want to study 

full time, I did want to continue studying in order to get a further qualification and progress my career.  

An apprenticeship was the obvious choice. The fact that there was a clear structure which gave me

a recognised qualification gave me the confidence to pursue an apprenticeship. The lecturers at the 

College provided good support and were always happy to help if I was having problems with a particular 

topic or assignment” 
 

My top tip when applying for apprenticeships is:

“You learn on the job doing an apprenticeship. Rather than studying and then having to learn how to put 

that knowledge into practice, you can apply what you’ve learned straight away. A typical newly qualified 

solicitor might have 6-12 months experience in the area of law they qualify into. Because of the structure 

of my apprenticeship I had over 2 years’ experience of employment law by the time I qualified.”
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Name: Mark Edwards
School: Chosen Hill Sixth Form
Apprenticeship: Electronic Engineering
Company: GE Aviation
Current job role: Section Manager at GE Aviation
 

“I felt that university wasn’t the right pathway for me, because it wasn’t structured enough. I passed 

my A levels the year they introduced the tuition fees which put me off going. The amount of debt you 

could incur was a real factor because of the uncertainty surrounding it.” 
 

“I’ve been able to progress through the company quickly due to my apprenticeship as I did a 3-year 

rotation in different departments. This showed me, even though I wanted to be a Software Engineer 

the different ways you can use your skills and how different parts of the business worked.” 

 

My top tip when applying for apprenticeships is:

“You need to be proactive, I would recommend contacting local companies to see if they are hiring.

Be prepared to be outside your comfort zone and make the most of any opportunity you get as you 

never know where it might lead!”

Name: Faye Linturn
School: Bournside Sixth Form
Apprenticeship: Finance
Company: Superdry
Current job role: Sourcing Administrator at Superdry
 

“I decided early on that I didn’t want to go to university, despite pressure to apply as this was the natural 

choice for A Level students. I’d had enough of school, wasn’t ready to leave home, and didn’t want the 

debt of £9,000 a year before even thinking about the cost of finding somewhere to live and feed myself.” 
 

I’m really enjoying my time here at Superdry as they really accept you as an apprentice, and give you 

lots of opportunity to be showcased. I’m allowed to get involved with lots of interesting activities, 

that I wouldn’t have been a part of if I’d gone to university. For example; I’ve supported family and 

school leaver events, been part of the Million Makers, and our Super Tuesday – where you give a 

presentation to introduce yourself to your colleagues. 

 

My top tip when applying for apprenticeships is:

“There’s no harm in applying - I wasn’t sure if I wanted to do Finance originally, but I’m so glad I did. 

There’s loads of opportunities and if you apply you can get a good idea of whether it’s for you or 

not. Don’t rush it! - I did work for 9 months before applying anywhere. I applied at Messier Dowty 

for an engineering apprenticeship. I went through the whole process, received a welcome pack and 

start date but I turned it down. I knew it was an apprenticeship for my parents and not for me so 

knew it wasn’t right for me. I had to decide if I wanted to get up every morning and go to work in an 

engineering environment. I didn’t so I turned it down. I took my time to find the right one for me.”

Gloucestershire College Apprenticeships



Name: Andy Richards
School: Churchdown Sixth Form
Apprenticeship: Accountancy
Company: Berkeley Hamilton LLP
Current job role: Finance Director at SW&L
 

“I started as a Junior Accountant/Finance Assistant apprentice. I reported to an accountant who 

helped me with understanding the work and ensuring I understood the company culture. I quickly 

moved from a junior to a more senior role and was given more responsibility. In our firm we have 

apprentices at all different levels and stages on their apprenticeship journey.” 
 

“I had a mentor who helped me with all my queries and a Training Coordinator who visited me 

regularly to ensure I was on track with my work as well as ensuring my Employer was providing me 

with plenty of opportunities to meet the needs of my course. I have been able to progress in my 

sector because of what I learned in my apprenticeship and I am now a Finance Director.” 

 

My top tip when applying for apprenticeships is:

“At Interview show some commitment and a real desire to want to work! You need to demonstrate 

some practical skills.”

Name: Kevin Wilson
School: Balcarras Sixth Form
Apprenticeship: Hardware Design Engineer
Company: GE Aviation
Current job role: Hardware Project Management Department Lead at GE Aviation
 

“University is not for everyone. Learning methods vary as do personal circumstances around being 

able to or wanting to move away to university. An apprenticeship is an equal alternative to getting

to the same level of professionalism and career opportunity – just via a different path.” 

 

“The first year was based at Gloucester Training Group to complete both theory and practical 

studies (electrical and electronics design) with day release at college.Years 2 to 4 involved being on 

site at GE Aviation and rotating through various departments such as Hardware, Software, Quality, 

Manufacturing, and the Drawing office, while continuing with college (day release and evening 

lectures). This meant I had a wide understanding of the whole business and could work my way up 

to management level. 

 

My top tip when applying for apprenticeships is:

Look around and don’t be afraid to widen your view. Go into an apprenticeship with a rough view of 

what you are looking for longer term in your career.

 

Look past the ‘job’ and understand what transferable skills will be gained from the apprenticeship. 

When you go for an interview make sure they are right for you, not just the other way round.”

 01452 563 400    apprenticeshipvacancies@gloscol.ac.uk Learning that works.



FAQ: Mythbusting Apprenticeships

Gloucestershire College

How long will my apprenticeship 
last?
An apprenticeship can take between one and 

five years to complete, depending on the

level of the programme and the industry sector.  

 

For example, an Intermediate Apprenticeship 

usually takes around 12 to 18 months and an 

Advanced Apprenticeship around 24 months.

 

Will I get a job at the end of my 
apprenticeship?
The great advantage of doing an apprenticeship 

is gaining valuable work experience to stand 

you in great stead for your future career options.  

 

However, it also gives you a true understanding 

of how a company operates and the time to 

develop and build upon a relationship with 

your employer. Over 90% of GC employers 

retain and recruit their GC apprentices into a 

permanent contract once their apprenticeship 

is over. 

 
 
 

Where will I do my apprenticeship?
The majority of your apprenticeship will based in 
the workplace. The amount of time you spend in 
the classroom or practical workshops and labs 
at GC varies greatly from course to course and 
depends on which apprenticeship you choose, 
and which employer.
 

What happens when I finish my 
apprenticeship?
After your apprenticeship has finished you can 
progress to a higher level apprenticeship for 
another qualification if you want to further your 
career even more.
 

To find out more about 
apprenticeships and employers 
Research as much as you can about the type of 
apprenticeship you want to do and the type of 
local employer you may want to work for.  
 
For more information visit:
Gloucestershire College website:

www.gloscol.ac.uk/apprenticeships 

And the useful government website:

www.gov.uk/apprenticeships-guide
 
Check out local employer websites for their 
apprenticeship vacancies too.

Apprenticeships



Where is Gloucestershire College located? 

Cheltenham 
Campus 
Princess Elizabeth Way, 
Cheltenham, 
GL51 7SJ 

Our vibrant Cheltenham Campus is situated on Princess Elizabeth Way, near Cheltenham town centre, 

and is easily accessible by car, bike and regular bus services. The campus boasts big, bright spacious 

classrooms across three floors, with plenty of space for independent study, a canteen and restaurant, 

a nursery, a multi-sports court, student parking, and a gorgeous green ‘Meadow Bank’ space ideal for 

soaking up the sun on warmer days.

Making a big, bold statement in blue, our buzzing Gloucester Campus commands an enviable

location in the heart of the city, at the historic Gloucester Docks, set in the stunning grounds of 

Llanthony Secunda Priory. 
 

The campus is just a hop and a skip away from the popular Gloucester Quays outlet destination, where 

there are plenty of trendy shops, bars, restaurants and a cinema for you to enjoy outside of college. 

Gloucester 
Campus 
Llanthony Road, 
Gloucester, 
GL2 5JQ   
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Employers  
Gloucestershire College works with 

Gloucestershire College Apprenticeships

GC works with hundreds of Gloucestershire’s best businesses to give our students 

experiences that get them ahead of graduates ready for their career. Our strong 

partnerships with local businesses were recognised by Ofsted in 2016. 
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Where to begin?
The more research you can do, the better prepared 

you will be. Visit the following websites for more 

information and to see current vacancies.
 

www.gloscol.ac.uk/apprenticeships/vacancies

www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
 

If you can’t see a vacancy you think is right for you, 

call Gloucestershire College on 01452 563400 or email 

apprenticeshipvacancies@gloscol.ac.uk with 

any questions.
 

Ready to apply?
Some apprenticeships can start at any time of year and 

there’s always new opportunities available.
 

So keep in touch!

How the process works:

1. Apply for an apprenticeship listed on our website or on the National Government 

Apprenticeship website listed above. If you don’t know what apprenticeship to choose 

you can contact one of our specialists in the apprenticeship unit who can advise on what 

employer vacancies we currently have. The sooner you apply the better, as there is more 

time to evaluate all options. You can also apply to us at the same time as applying to UCAS - 

it is OK to keep you options open! You can also come to our apprenticeship open evening in 

March where you can meet with employers and get career advice. 

2. We will invite you in for a 1 - 1 interview with one of our apprenticeship unit specialists where 

you can ask all about our apprenticeship programmes and they can inform you about current 

apprenticeship vacancies. 

3. If shortlisted, you will then be invited to an interview with the employer. This is very much a 

chance for you to see if they are the right fit for you as well as seeing if you are right for them. 

So ask lots of questions and think if you could see yourself working there. 

4. If you are successful you will start at a mutually agreed date where you will begin your career 

journey! GC will provide you with a dedicated Training Coordinator who will visit you regularly 

in the workplaces to assess your progress, and oversee any classroom timetables at GC.

How to 
Apply
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Learning that works.


