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If you’re keen to get onto the career ladder towards 
your chosen career, but also want to gain industry-
standard qualifications, an apprenticeship could be 
the right path for you.
 
Here are some of our current apprentices talking 
about why they chose to do an apprenticeship and 
how they’re finding the experience.

Jessica Bishop  
Property Letting Apprentice 
at Selina’s Lettings 

“Choosing to do an 
apprenticeship is one of the 
best decisions I have made 

and has given me so much confidence. It’s allowing 
me to gain the qualifications I could of at school, but 
with lots more experience. 
I feel so lucky to have found my apprenticeship at 
Selina’s Lettings and to be in a position where I love 
my job and have been able to gain qualifications at 
the same time.”
 

Luke Hands 
Apprentice Mechanic at 
Clarkson Evans

“From a young age I have 
always liked fixing things, 
taking them apart, seeing how 
they work and then rebuilding 

them. I couldn’t think of any better course to study 
than Motor Vehicle! 
The best thing about my apprenticeship is the fact 
that I am looked upon as a major part of the team at 
Clarkson Evans and being able to get involved in all 
the major jobs.” 

Lauren Ball
Business Administration 
Apprentice at Severn Vale 
School

“I came to apprenticeships 
quite late; I was 24 when I 
applied for mine. When I left 

school after my A Levels I went straight into working, 
as my school only seemed to focus on going to 
university so I didn’t know I had other options. After 
working in fast food, cafes and a couple of little 
shops, I decided I wanted something more. 

Taking the apprenticeship meant that I didn’t have to 
choose between working and taking night classes, 
or going to college full-time and not earning. I’ve 
worked exceptionally hard during my apprenticeship 
and met each task with confidence. This has led to 
me being given increased responsibility in my role 
and becoming a trusted member of the team.
I believe that I am proof that it is never too late to 
start an apprenticeship and that given the chance, 
you can make an impression with enthusiasm 
and commitment, even if you don’t have previous 
experience.”
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There has never been a better time to become 
an apprentice. Up to 28,000 apprenticeship 
vacancies are available at any given time across 
a wide and expanding range of industries and 
job roles. Of course, the main appeal is the fact 
you are essentially a paid employee, learning 
job-specific skills while gaining a nationally 
recognised qualification. 

However, embarking on an apprenticeship 
should not be taken lightly. Travelling to and 
from work and doing a full time job, as well as 
studying can be daunting, particularly at 16 or 
17. But it can also be very rewarding, and having 
the support of a Further Education College 
throughout the process can help you get the 
most out of the experience. Here’s why…

1:1 Support 
A great place to start is the one-to-one support 
you receive as an apprentice. At Gloucestershire 
College, all our staff are highly qualified industry 
experts. You will be allocated a dedicated 
Apprenticeship Trainer, who will visit you in 
the workplace to complete assessments, 
monitor your progress and talk to you and 
your employer. They’ll be available to help you 
through any difficult times, as apprenticeships 
can be demanding, especially when it comes to 
adjusting to the sudden requirement to juggle a 
job with college work. 

You’ll also have the benefit of being a 
Gloucestershire College student, with access to 

support from the Gloucestershire College Advice 
and Learning Support Teams, as well as Student 
Services.  

Personalised Training
The College can help to find the best 
apprenticeship for you, by matching your 
skills and abilities with the right apprenticeship 
vacancy and the right employer. It is the job of 
the College to then ensure that your training fits 
your personal requirements, and that it offers the 
skills you need for the job you are doing. 
You can expect to be given advice and guidance 
in preparation for your interview and help with 
your CV writing, to ensure you are presenting 
yourself in the most positive way.

National standard qualifications
All apprenticeships offered by Gloucestershire 
College satisfy national qualification standards, 
and are thoroughly vetted by the Government 
regulator. This means when you achieve your 
qualification it is widely recognised within the 
industry.  

College life
Doing your apprenticeship through a college 
means you have access to high quality, industry 
standard facilities and learning resources, 
so you can get first hand experience of the 
latest technology without any expense. At 
Gloucestershire College our modern facilities 
include libraries kitted out with iMacs and PCs, 
sports facilities, canteens, restaurants and hair 
and beauty salons offering discounted prices.

Career progression
Because apprenticeships train you in the 
skills employers want, they give you a strong 
chance or remaining in employment once you 
complete your qualification. In fact, 9 out of 10 
Gloucestershire College apprentices stay with 
the same employer after they complete their 
apprenticeship, with 98% receiving a pay rise.
Apprentices have the opportunity to progress 
from intermediate and advanced levels 
(equivalent to GCSE & A-Level) all the way 
through to the newer Higher Apprenticeships, 
which are equivalent to a degree. On average, 
individuals with advanced apprenticeships earn 
between £77,000 and £117,000 more over their 
lifetime than those with Level 2 qualifications. 

Knowledge and experience
Many colleges have an Apprentice Matching 
Service, and here at Gloucestershire College we 
work with more than 650 of Gloucestershire’s 
best known businesses to offer apprenticeships 
across 17 industries. Our focus is on shaping 
students to meet real business needs, and 
we have a lot of experience with all kinds of 
businesses.  

 
Learning that Works
If you’re not sure what apprenticeship you’d 
like to do, you can explore apprenticeship 
career paths and view our latest vacancies 
at www.gloscol.ac.uk/apprenticeshipsTeam work
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Post-GCSE Advice Day  
Friday 25 August.  

Find out more at www.post16choices.co.uk

You’re more than 
a qualification. 

Find out how you can personalise your learning with our Learning  
Mentors and Employment Coaches to develop the skills you need to really  

stand out from the crowd.


