
Dispelling the myths about 
higher education
At Gloucestershire College we pride ourselves 
on offering a flexible programme of courses that 
enables students to achieve higher education 
qualifications. However, in my role as Careers 
Advisor, I meet people who are still put off HE, 
because of longstanding misconceptions about 
how to access these opportunities.
 
Below we tackle five common myths about 
higher education.

1. You have to be a full time student to 
achieve a higher education qualification 
It is possible to study most higher education 
qualifications part-time and still achieve 
the same level - the only difference is that 
it will take a bit longer. Many students fit 
their higher education course around a full 
or part-time job, either at college or via a 
blended or distance learning option.  
 
You can also gain a higher education 
qualification while you earn, through a higher 
apprenticeship or degree apprenticeship. For 
example, at Gloucestershire College we offer 
a BEng Honours Degree Apprenticeship 
in Electronic and Computer Engineering 
in partnership with the University of West 
England (UWE). 
    

2. You can only achieve a higher education 
qualification if you have A levels  
According to UCAS, since 2008 there has 
been a steady rise in the number of students 

gaining places at university either with 
BTEC qualifications, or with a combination 
of A Levels and BTECs. There are also 
other level three qualifications which are 
often accepted, including NVQs, advanced 
apprenticeships and diplomas such as 
Cambridge Technicals and the Access to 
Higher Education Diploma.   
 
Last year at Gloucestershire College nearly 
half of all Level 3 BTEC students progressed 
to a higher education course. 

3. You can only achieve higher education 
qualifications in academic subjects 
There are more than 50,000 different 
courses available through UCAS, 
which means the choice goes way 
beyond traditional academic subjects. 
At Gloucestershire College you can do 
anything from a BSc in Film Production to a 
Foundation Degree in Early Years Studies, or 
an HND in Fashion.  
 
What you choose often depends on your 
goal, which could be to study a subject you 
love or because you want to qualify for a 
particular job or work in a specific industry. 
  

4. You have to go to university to achieve a 
higher education qualification  
There are more than 160 different higher 
education providers in the UK and they are 
made up of a combination of universities, 

further education colleges, distance 
learning providers such as the Open 
University, private universities and specialist 
organisations such as drama and music 
schools. Some providers may offer particular 
types of higher education qualifications 
rather than offering the full suite, so you 
need to check out who is offering what by 
visiting www.ucas.co.uk 
   

5. You can only achieve a higher education 
qualification by taking exams 
Each course sets its own form of 
assessments and it can vary hugely from 
course to course. Some involve doing 
end of year exams and others include a 
combination of exams, course work, project 
work, presentations and timed assignments. 
The types of exams can vary too, from essay 
questions to multiple choice.  Make sure you 
choose a course which includes the form of 
assessment that suits you best. 
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Ruth Thomas  
Careers Advisor and UCAS Coordinator

HE at GC

Gloucestershire College offers a wide range 
of higher education courses students at 
HNC, HND, Foundation Degree and Honours 
Degree level. With students benefiting from 
small classes, flexible study options and 
cheaper course fees than at university. Find 
out more at www.post16choices.co.uk or 
call Student Services on 0345 155 2020

A d v e r t i s e m e n t

Careers Column
I chose Higher  
Education at GC
Did you know Gloucestershire College offers a wide 
range of Higher Education courses at HNC, HND, 
Foundation Degree and Honours Degree level?
 
Higher Education students at GC benefit from small 
classes, flexible study options and cheaper course 
fees than at university. Many students are also eligible 
to receive an Advanced Learner Loan towards the 
cost of tuition, which they don’t need to pay back 
until they are earning over £21,000 a year.
 
Here a few of the Higher Education students who 
graduated with us last year talking about their 
experience at GC.

Jessica Berry 
Foundation Degree in Early Years

“I chose the Foundation Degree in Early Years at 
Gloucestershire College to help me reach my future 
career goal of teaching and I’m now studying a BA 
Honours Degree in Early Childhood Studies at the 
University of Gloucestershire. 

The best thing about my course was being able to 
study alongside working in a practical setting, gaining 
valuable hands-on experience as well as theory 
knowledge. I’d recommend the course because it’s 
flexible, so individuals can work around their lifestyles 
and commitments.” 

Jordan James 
Post Education Certificate in Education and 
Training

“I chose the course because I’ve always been 
interested in helping people, and I decided that 
teaching was the best way to do that. It has been 
challenging, but very rewarding and definitely worth it. 

I worked as a Trainee Foundation Studies Lecturer 
whilst completing my qualification and my goal now is 
to progress in my teaching career and do everything I 
can to ensure my students have a great experience.” 

Erin Nunn
HND in Photography

“I went travelling after school and it was while I was 
visiting all these beautiful places that I found my 
passion for photography. I’d heard good things about 
GC, so I started at Level 2 and progressed to the 
HND. I’ve really enjoyed learning new photography 
skills, in particular traditional, dark room photography. 
I’ve been able to build a great portfolio and I’m going 
to start my own photography business.”

www.careerscolumn.co.uk

Weekly career planning advice for young people and 
their parents, from the education and career experts 
at Gloucestershire College.
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Post-GCSE Advice Day  
Friday 25 August.  

Find out more at www.post16choices.co.uk

You’re more than 
a qualification. 

Find out how you can personalise your learning with our Learning  
Mentors and Employment Coaches to develop the skills you need to really  

stand out from the crowd.


