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October saw the sport students get back to the nitty gritty 
of their BTEC course after making the most of the gorgeous 
late-summer weather in September and early October. The 
first month was filled with practical action including kayaking, 
climbing, skiing, golf and tennis. Now the students are being 
assessed through; their presentation skills, their ability to 
communicate and lead, scrapbooks, essays and their design 
and content of webpages. The varied methods of assessment 
give GC students a wide skillset broadening their experiences, 
increasing employability. 

Careers in Sport
The University of Worcester opened its doors to potential 
students interested in sport offering tasters in new and 
emerging sports as well as talks and presentations on a 
variety of careers available in the sporting industry and the 
best routes to reach them.
Sport tasters included basketball with the Worcester Wolves, 
Tchoukball, VX and shooting. Seminars on offer ranged from 
Camp America to Working in Sport Psychology. 
It made all the year two students who attended consider their 
options for when they leave Gloucestershire College in the 
summer. 

were League Winners for the first 
time and this year GC have entered 

Year Two students at Careers in Sport
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TWO sides into the League, named Albion and United. In the 
final game of the afternoon Gloucestershire College United 
beat Albion 3-1 taking the bragging rights until the players 
clash once again on November 16th at All Saints Academy, 
Cheltenham. 

Sport Launch
October 1st saw Gloucestershire College’s Sport Launch where 
the netball team hosted two other schools, Lucton and 
Beaufort before GC Blazers Basketball opened their league 
challenge against Worcester Sixth Form.
The girls narrowly lost to Lucton 8-11 after a fantastic fight-
back in the final quarter and took that spirit on to inflict a 
19-2 thrashing on local rivals, Beaufort.
After cheering the netballers to victory the Blazers took to the 
court. The crowd began to swell just in time for a 3:30pm tip. 
This was the College’s first taste of Division One basketball 
having previously been crowned Division Two Champions in 
2013/14 and it was a classic. 

The netball, football and basketball teams

Ability Counts Football
October saw the first Somerset and Gloucestershire Ability 
Counts football tournament of the season. This is a monthly 
competition organised by the FA for disability footballers. 
The points across every event are added together to give an 
overall champion crowned in May. Last season, the College 

Worcester and Blazers traded baskets until the third quarter 
when the hosts began to stretch their lead. The crowd looked 
set to witness the College’s first victory at such a high level of 
sport when Worcester staged a calm resurgence – a calmness 
that comes with big-game experience.
With seconds remaining on the clock the visitors took a 63-65 
lead and the buzzer came too soon for the Blazers.
Head Coach, Satveer Shanker, took a number of positives 
from the defeat and pointed to the fact that come Christmas, 
after working hard on the new philosophy over the next two 
months his players will find that ability to control emotions 
and nullify opponents’ threats.
The football team have had a mixed start to their campaigns. 
This season they are entered into three competitions, a 
Herefordshire and Borders League, the AoC (Association 
of Colleges) League and Cup. In the AoC League the boys 
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are three from three, however having drawn Birmingham 
Metropolitan College’s 1st XV in the opening round of the Cup 
they are already out, losing 4-0 away from home.
In the Herefordshire and Borders League GC have beaten 
Lucton School, 5-0 but lost 3-5 to Hereford and Ludlow College.
It’s one of the best squads, Coach, Chris ‘Digger’ Gardner, has 
had with lots of players challenging one another for starts. 
Training remains well attended and it’s hoped his boys will lift 
the League Trophy this year.

All the entrants ready at the start

The NCS Crew attacking 
staff with sponges

Sponge-Bill Wet-Pants
It was time to wipe 
that smug grin 
from Will Merivale’s 
face when the NCS 
students raised 
money for charity by 
throwing wet sponges 
at staff’s faces. Other 
staff in the firing-
line were David 
McCormick, Richard 
Coughlin and John 
Turner. The money 
was raised for Team 4’s 
Old People’s Day Out.

Cross Country
First year level three sport students lead the annual Primary 
School Cross Country at Plock Court on Tuesday 11th October. 
Hundreds of children ran for their school as GC students 
marshalled, timed and organised the runners and their 
teachers! Another successful community event led by our 
brilliant team! Well done all involved!

Mountain Bike Enduro Race
After last year’s successful debut organising a mountain bike 
enduro race in and around the Royal Forest of Dean, the 
Outdoor Adventure Academy did not hesitate in repeating the 
event. Wednesday 1st October saw GC host three other colleges 
in a fun competitive mountain biking event that included timed 
sections and several categories of prizes donated from DIRT 
magazine up to the value of £200. The race was run in a simple 
time trail format on variety of different trails including forest 
tracks and natural single track. 
Well done to Emrys Cook and his students who both entered 
the competition and helped marshal, administer first aid, time 
and assist in the event’s professionalism. 

New Kit 
This year’s kit 
for the sports’ 
students has been 
very well received 
with some really 
positive comments 
inside and outside 
of GC. You’ll 
see the troops 
sporting their new 
garments at every 
community event 
and around the 
College. Make sure 
you check out the 
activities of the 
department and 
the sports teams 
by visiting twitter. Hannah Creed modelling 

the new tops
Open Evening
The next College Open Evening at the Gloucester Campus 
is on Monday 10th November. Sport will be showcasing it’s 
amazing course while at the same time the Gloucestershire 
College Blazers Basketball Academy will be running a 
training session in the sports hall with their partner club, 
Blazers. Doors are open from 5pm so come and meet 
the teaching team as well as the newest, full time, Sports 
Academy.


