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What a start to the year it’s been on the sport 
course at Gloucestershire College! Already the students 
have sampled rock climbing, abseiling, skiing, tennis, 
golf and kayaking.
In their first month all sport students would have 
completed an entire unit taking advantage of the 
beautiful September sunshine by visiting off site 
facilities and having their experiences recorded for their 
assessment. 

Sport Academy Update 
Outside of the curriculum sport at 

Sport students during September

GC Blazers v Worcester Sixth Form
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Level Two students kayaked on the River Severn and 
skied at Matson Ski Centre. Level Three Year One 
students also went skiing and rock climbing at The 
Warehouse while the Year Two students enjoyed six 
sessions of golf and tennis at Brickhampton Court Golf 
Complex and Oxstalls Sports Centre respectively. 
The first week in October will be an assessment week 
giving the students an opportunity to share their 
thoughts on how their practical sessions have gone, the 
health and safety considerations involved, what skills 
they’ve learned and what techniques are required to 
excel. But most importantly, what strengths and areas of 
weaknesses they have discovered.
September also saw all newcomers to the course 
visit Cranham Woods as part of a two day induction 
programme. Teamwork and communication were the 
main focus as the students tried shooting, archery, 
orienteering, the assualt course and ultimate frisbee.

Gloucestershire College sprung to life at the Gloucester 
Campus on Wednesday 1st Oct when the netball team 
hosted Lucton School and Beaufort Cooperative 
Academy. The girls lost to the Herefordshire side but 
had a convincing win against their local rivals. While it 
was their first fixtures of the season the college’s football 
team were completing their third victory in as many 
matches away to Telford College!

The netball and football teams’ #rainbowlaces

But the real buzz in Gloucester centred around the 
3:30pm tip between the Gloucestershire College Blazers 
Basketball Academy and Worcester Sixth Form. As 
Division Two Champions last year it was their first fixture 
in Divsion One - the highest possible in the Association of 
Colleges West Midlands region. The Basketball Academy 
is the first full time academy programme at the college 
and is for talented players who wish to further their 
careers on the court alongside their studies.
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The crowd, of students, staff and members of the local 
community created an electric atmosphere. It was great to 
see so much support and energy for the team.

The Academy Head Coach, Satveer Shanker, has 
implemented a new system for this division. Sadly the 
style the boys played did not represent the intended 
philosophy especially on the defensive end. Blazers 
proved they had the ability to score and get to the basket, 
however, the problem was controlling emotions and the 
pace of the game. Top gear was only accomplished for 2 
minutes in the 3rd quarter where the home side managed 
to stretch out to a six-point lead. The players failed to 
punish defenders for slacking off by hitting the 3-point 
shot. The final score was 65-63 to the experienced outfit, 
Worcester Sixth Form. 

The team’s chemistry is clearly very strong with few egos. 
Everyone looks out for each other which is great to see 
from a young team.

Shanker said: “We fully expected to lose games this side 
of Christmas, however once the philosophy is set in stone 
I think we should see a vast improvement in our on court 
performances into the New Year.” 

Basketball is still developing and we are at the early 
stages. We are creating a strong foundation with our 
development program. The Club now run sessions for u8s, 
u12s, u14s, u16s and u18s along with the girls’ session. 
For more info on the Academy Programme and the youth 

Cheltenham 
12-1pm on outdoor court  
unless stated

Gloucester 
12-1pm in the Sports Hall   
unless stated

RFD 
Sports Hall

Monday Ulitmate Frisbee 
Platinum Room (A003) 
Gym open 12:15-1pm

No Strings Badminton 12-1pm
Netball 4-5pm

Tuesday Mars Just Play I’M Basketball
Platinum Room (A003) 
Gym open 12:15-1pm

Ultimate Frisbee 12-1pm

Wednesday O2 Touch Rugby 1:30-2:30pm on 
outdoor court

Platinum Room (A003) 
Gym open 9am-12pm

Thursday No Strings Badminton
Platinum Room (A003) 
Gym open 2:30-5pm

Friday International Students’   
Football (Civil Service bus leaves 
at 2:45pm)

Mars Just Play Football 12-1pm

Sport Enrichment Timetable

in sport into touch. The boys and girls have been 
sporting their rainbow laces in a variety of ways and will 
do so for the remainder of the season.

Welcome Rachel
This year the Sport Department welcomes a returning 
student, Rachel Slater. Rachel completed her BTEC 
Extended Diploma with GC before reading Physical 
Education and Sport Studies at Worcester University 
achieving a First. She is taking a year away from her 
studies to gain practical experience with the Sport Team 
in both the classroom and in extra-curricular roles. It 
is Rachel’s aim to become a PE teacher after one more 
year’s study, returning to Worcester for her PGCE. It’s 
great to have you back Rach! Sorry about the picture…

teams go to www.gcblazers.co.uk.
All GC’s sports 
teams and staff are 
supporting Stonewall 
UK’s #rainbowlaces 

campaign to kick homophobia 

Rachel in the College Football Team 2010

Sport Teams and Enrichment
It’s never too late to join a sports team at GC. Just 
contact the Sport Department or turn up to one of the 
sessions and introduce yourself to the Coach. And don’t 
forget if you don’t want to play competitive sport then 
GC Active is for you. The College’s Sport Maker, Paul 
Hewitt, provides lunchtime sessions across all campuses. 
Head to the sports hall at Gloucester and Royal Forest 
of Dean Campuses or visit GC Gym at the Cheltenham 
Campus to find out more information.


