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Coaching Block
Over the last month all the Sport students have been 
completing a Sports Coaching Unit. This has involved two 
weeks of theory-based lessons, focused on what makes a 
good coaching environment, and two weeks of practical-
based sessions emulating a real coaching qualification 
delivered by an NGB. There was a choice of six sports, boxing, 
football, rugby, netball, basketball and netball almost all of 
which were led by an outside instructor. Each student then 
delivered their own 30min coaching session.
In four weeks the students learned a great deal managing to 
gain important, practical experience while being put out of 
their comfort zones in mixed teaching groups.

Coaching Block  
Paul Hewitt Returns!
Welcome back to the 
Sport Department, College 
Sport Maker, Paul! It’s 
been long overdue and he 
brings a wealth a practical 
experience as well as a list 
of contacts as long as the 
Thompson Directory. He 
has taken on a teaching 
role within the School and 
we wish him all the best of 
luck. Paul Hewitt

GC win National Photography Comp
Gloucestershire College is thrilled to 
have been selected as the winner of 

Session:

Date:

Time:

Venue:

Savanna Lee and Laura Taylor

the Association of Colleges ‘This Girl Can’ photo competition, 
with an image of a sport student boxing which celebrates and 
inspires young women in sport.

17-year-old Savanna Lee from Cheltenham, a former Barnwood 
Park pupil, is currently studying Level 3 Sport at the College’s 
Gloucester Campus and is very involved in activities with GC 
Sports Academies. Savanna is pictured striking a strong boxing 
pose in the campus’ on-site fitness suite, which is available for 
all GC students to use.
Savanna said: “I was really excited to be part of the College’s 
campaign. I love sport and think it’s important to get girls 
involved where they can.”
The national competition was launched in partnership with 
Sport England to give colleges and students a chance to share 
inspiring photos of them taking part in sport and physical 
activity, and support the national #ThisGirlCan campaign.
Not only did the College win the competition, it also came 
runner-up with another image of 17-year-old Laura Taylor, 
from Lydney, who is also a sport student at the Gloucester 
Campus. The former Dean Academy pupil is pictured having a 
great time playing golf under the guidance of Academy Coach 
Christopher Gardner.
Laura said: “I play sport for enjoyment and recently have taken 
up CrossFit and weightlifting. They’re great for my all-round 
fitness and have helped with my college netball too.”
Both images will now be used by the Association of Colleges in 
future national campaigns to promote college sport.
Gloucestershire College encourages all students to keep fit 
with GC Active across its three main campuses in Gloucester, 
Cheltenham and the Forest of Dean, and aims to make physical 
activity fun and accessible for them.
In addition to the Gloucester fitness suite and GC Gym in 
Cheltenham, there is a full schedule of sports activities for 
all students to get involved in, including football, basketball, 
rugby, yoga, volleyball, squash, mountain biking and much 
more. 
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Disability Football
The fastest growing sport at Gloucestershire College continues 
its rise as two sides represented the College on Sunday 31st 
January in Bristol with another playing in Oldbury on Friday 26th 
February. Below are the results from the Bristol round:

“Basketball in Bristol was no different to how it is here now in 
Gloucester when I arrived in 2000, after many years of hard 
work the meteoric rise of the Flyers and Academy prove that 
sport and education work. 
Moving Basketball in Gloucestershire forward is my primary 
focus, to give young people here the opportunities I had as a 
young player and to raise the profile of the sport within the 
county and surrounding areas. 
Gloucestershire College and its facilities provide a great 
vehicle for this and will be instrumental in the success of the 
sport in the future. 
The young people at the Camp all came from the ‘in house’ 
Club at the College the GC Academy Blazers,” quotes James.
Created 15 years ago, the Blazers have delivered Basketball in 
the community over this time, doing a fantastic job. However, 
the club will cease to exist as of March 2016 when it will be 
dissolved and a new club emerge. Gloucestershire College 
has taken ownership of the club to sustain and develop its 
future and for various reasons needs to start a club again.
The history of the Blazers will remain but a bright, new future 
with a brand new club will pave the way for some exciting 
new ventures aimed to grow the game in Gloucester and the 
surrounding areas.

Staff v Student Netball
The tactic of arranging the fixture for the Monday straight 
after half term failed for the staff as they lost 11-5 to a very 
spirited student side! Aided by a maestro in centre-court, 
Theresa ‘Coach’ Veale, the students were always in control of 
the match. The haphazard nature of the staff’s approach to 
netball played into the students’ hands too, particularly Wing 
Attack, Stewart Hendry’s, very high offside count!
Standout players for the students were, Lola Dodd and 
Nathan Cole.

The Albion and United Squads

Bristol Rovers C 0 v 2 Albion
United 0 v 1 Abbeymead E
CT Five Star 1 v 1 Albion
United 4 v 0 Sofab
Albion 0 v 6 United
United 1 v 1 CT Five Star

Bristol Rovers D 0 v 6 Albion
Bristol Rovers C 0 v 4 United
Abbeymead D 1 v 3 Albion 
Bristol Rovers D 0 v 4 United
Sofab 3 v 1 Albion
United 2 v 0 Abbeymead 0

The College’s Basketball Academy
Following a 
referee course 
held at the 
Gloucester 
Campus in which 
all of the Academy 
players attended 
they are now 
busily adding 
referee hours to 
their portfolios including six Academy students who officiated 
an Under 12 tournament on Saturday 6th February. They will be 
a regular feature at the Central Venue events from now on. It’s 
not just players and coaches, but officials that will help to grow 
the game further.
During the February half term at Gloucestershire College over 
30 young people aged 8-16 years took part in a fundamentals 
and skills Basketball Camp.
The Camp was coached by Danny James and assisted by Joe 
Grainger. Both Danny and Joe had illustrious playing/coaching 
careers after starting their journeys in Gloucester. In a full circle 
they are now both back where it started coaching the next 
generation of young players.
In the heydays of Gloucestershire Basketball both Danny and 
Joe played Basketball for England at numerous age groups 
before professional careers within the sport.

The newly qualified officials

The February Camp | Joe and Danny  
making their International debuts in 1989 

Staff v Student Netball
Bye Bye Will 
College says farewell to Will Merivale who leaves FE to take 
up a completely different challenge. He’s spent 11 years 
at Gloucestershire College his last, most enjoyable, being 
in the Sport Department. Very proud of the Department’s 
achievements and its ability to develop cross-College 
involvement in healthy activity he’s been part of an institution 
that ‘gave football a go’ to a well-respected College, known 
for its sport in the South West and West Midlands and one 
that delivers an outstanding provision of extra-curricular 
activity, above the national average.
His proudest achievements have been the appointment 
of excellent staff who embody the professionalism, drive 
and enthusiasm to push sport forward such as, Paul Hewitt, 
Danny James and Emrys Cook.


