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As December is such a short month the New Year begins 
with a January and February bumper issue including 
updates, some good and some bad news… 

GC Sport starts 2016 as if Christmas was a figment of 
childhood imagination. The second weeks of December 
and January saw the last of the District Basketball Finals 
being held at the Gloucester Campus, FOUR Ability Counts 
tournaments, two futsal tournaments, Gloucestershire 
College introduce their newest sporting venture and GC host 
the Primary Schools Sports Hall Athletics Finals. 2016, and 
Olympic year, has started in Olympian fashion!

Ability Counts
For the first time this season GC fielded two teams at the 
monthly Ability Counts Football Competition. The College 
has been one of the first clubs to become involved in this 
set up and it’s because of its success that GC now have a 
College side that train weekly and compete in AoC monthly 
tournaments in the West Midlands region. Over the two 
months there have been four competitions our boys and 
girls have represented the College in and GC are proud of 
the efforts being made both on and off the pitch. Keep up 
the hard work!
ALBION: Front Row – Dave Evans, Matthew Ricketts (Captain), 
Ric Douglas. Back row – Ashley Dorn, Kieron Hayward, Ben 
Smith
UNITED: Mauro Rosalino, Thea Leach, Oliver Smith, James 
Marshall and Josh Howell (Captain). 

United

opportunity for the students at 
GC to organise and officiate a 
large, competitive event. 

Blazers
Gloucestershire College are 
proud to announce their faith, 
support and commitment 
to grow and develop sport 
in the County by becoming 
owners of their first sports 
team, Gloucestershire College 
Blazers Basketball Club. This 
step allows Head Coach, 

Albion

District Finals
doors more regularly to the community, attract better players, 
coaches and students as well as boost the image of a sport 
that is already the second most popular team sport for 12-16 
year olds. The local press covered the story here: 
http://bit.ly/1nt7JGY 
With this news came a Referee Course in January hosted 
at College for 16 candidates, the majority of which were 
Academy players. Next year’s District Finals will be officiated 
by this new batch of refs! Watch this space for further, similar, 
developments.

New Rugby League Academy at GC
An exciting new partnership between the University of 
Gloucestershire All Golds and Gloucestershire College will see 
the county’s first rugby league education academy open its 
doors in September 2016.
The collaboration offers young people the chance to combine 
their education alongside developing as rugby league 
players.
The All Golds’ Talent Pathway manager Dan Garbutt was keen 
to express the importance of this development: “This link 
represents a vital part of our strategy for producing locally 
based professional rugby league players,” he said.
He added: “We’ve had huge success in producing players 
in our existing College links but a need existed for a site 
locally and Gloucestershire College are fantastically placed to 
support this programme”.
With the Academy scheduled to start in September 2016, the 

Basketball District Finals
Each year the schools across the County compete against 
one another to represent Gloucestershire at regional 
level. GC is proud to host ALL of the Finals this season 
from u13-u16. It’s great for the players to see the facilities 
available to Gloucestershire College Blazers and it’s an 

Dan and Will

focus will now turn to 
player recruitment. At 
GC’s open evenings 
representatives from 
the All Golds will be 
present to talk to 
prospective students 
as well as the teaching 
staff from the College. 
For more information 
use the contact details 
below.

Danny James, the luxury of opening College’s 
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Chloe and her Team

Laura is Cross Fit!
Congratulations to Year Two 
Sport student, Laura Taylor, 
who competed in her first 
Cross Fit competition before 
Christmas. Laura and her 
partner had to complete 100 
burpees, 100 front squats, 
5 pull ups, 50 push ups, 75 
air squats and 2 x 400metre 
runs as quickly as possible. 
She is looking for more 
competition in 2016, as well 
as playing Netball for GC!

Primary School Sports Hall Athletics
Another amazing event the Sport students host and lead fills 
their sports hall with hundreds of primary school children, 
noise and energy every January! 17 local schools are 
represented over two afternoons and compete to represent 
the county later on in the year. Disciplines include the javelin, 
long jump, high-stepper and a number of sprint and relay 
races.
Once again GC can be proud of how its Sport students 
organised and delivered such a professional event. You could 
tell the kids loved every second! Well done!

Sports Hall Athletics

Scott Pollok is Leaving!
As this newsletter whizzes around social media Sport’s Course 
Leader, Scott Pollok, has stepped down from his mantle 
for a role in another part of College for which the staff and 
students wish him well.
Scott has made a huge impact since taking on a leading 
role in the department. It can be said with pride that the 
Gloucestershire College Sports Department delivers a 
fantastic education and produces students who leave with 
real economic prospects and most importantly young people 
that stand out amongst thousands of other young people 
leaving education with a Sport BTEC.
Thank you Scott, good luck in your new role. See you later in 
the year for some Staff v Student matches!!!

Laura TaylorSyncronised Swimming
The weekend of 4th December saw the National Synchronised 
Swimming Championships held at Gloucester’s very own, GL1. 
Clubs from around the country competed against one another 
across age categories.
Year One, Level Three Sport student, Chloe Cullen represented 
Cheltenham Synchronised Swimming Club, in the Recreational 
Team. It was a tough competition for Chloe as she swam 
against Competitive Teams and Clubs. It’s hoped Chloe’s squad 
will soon be able to make that crucial transition, but the future 
bodes well as they notched a very respectable fifth position. 


