
GC Sport
Newsletter

#TeamGC
Follow @GCSportsAcademy on Twitter for INSTANT results  
or search GC Sport on Facebook for news, photos and video

AoC National Championships
Over the weekend of 27-30th March the University of 
Bath hosted the annual Association of Colleges National 
Championships. In the past two years we have had, 
trampolinists, cross country and tennis entrants but this year, 
despite its greatest efforts, GC had no representation at the 
prestigious event – but we did have volunteers! 
From hundreds of applicants GC’s Natasha Taylor and Bernie 
Jakupovic were selected by AoC to volunteer for the entire 
weekend. Each student had to pay to compete, however, 
the volunteers received access to top sporting action as well 
accommodation at the Uni and food all free!
The 37th National Championships, one of the largest annual 
sporting events in England, were held with great success with 
a weekend full of sporting brilliance and excitement.
A celebration of college sport, the competition saw a great 
turnout with nearly 1800 students attending going up against 
each other in 14 different disciplines across three days.
As well as competing in their chosen sport, students 

Natasha and Bernie alongside Lizzy 
Yarnold and the other volunteers
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@GCSportsAcademy it’s been hectic but brilliant! I had squash 
today and hockey tomorrow #AoCChamps

@UniofBath is amazing!! #AoCChamps

Should any returning student wish to volunteer for next 
year’s National Championships please contact the Sport 
Department. 

Disability Football
11 GC students competed in the South West qualifiers for the 
National Ability Counts Football Championship. Having never 
progressed to the finals in the past, they all arrived with the 
very real possibility of coming home empty handed.
However, thanks to some stunning early displays GC won 
all of their group stage games (scoring an amazing 17 goals 
without conceding any) before edging through the semi-
finals on a penalty shootout (5-4). 
In the final, Gloucestershire College were drawn against 
a team that have competed at national level in previous 

The South West Winners!  

competed for points for their region. The Wilkinson Sword, 
given to the region with the most points accumulated over 
all the events, was won by the South West region.
The students taking part were aged 16 to 19 years and each 
had qualified to take part in the event through regional 
tournaments that took place in the autumn term.
The opening ceremony on Friday brought all the students 
together to see entertainment from SBX, showing off their 
football and basketball tricks, and an inspirational speech 
from Pamela Cookey, captain of England’s netball team.
Olympic Skeleton Gold-Medalist, Lizzy Yarnold met with the 
volunteers over the weekend and showed off her amazing 
bling! Here are a couple of Natasha’s tweets from the 
amazing experience:

years. It was an 
excellent game that 
finished 4-1 to GC 
meaning the squad 
progresses to the 
National Finals to 
be held at England’s 
prestigious 
headquarters, St. 
George’s Park, in 
May.
This is an enormous 
achievement for the 

wishes the squad the best of luck as they compete to secure 
themselves as the best Ability Counts team in the country!

Squad; Jay Lawrence, Jake Thomas, Damion Day (Player of 
the Tournament), Andrew Dix (Top Goalscorer), Cameron 
Armitage, Callum Rodman, Will Bond, Ryan West, Adam 
Piperdy, Tayjion Brown and Oliver Lewis.

Block Week
The second of three Block Weeks or the Sport Students took 
place before the Easter break and included; Mountain Biking, 
Rock Climbing, Lacrosse, Boxing, Tubing, Fencing and Track 
Cycling. 
The Year One students visited Bath University to appreciate 
the phenomenal sports facilities and to focus their sights 
on Uni when they leave GC. They also had the opportunity 
to gain a First Aid qualification – much sought after in the 
sporting industry.

players and the College 
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The highlights for the Year Two students had to be a trying a 
new sport of lacrosse, as well as having a go on fixed-wheel 
racing bikes around Newport’s Velodrome.
The final Block Week of the year will be at the beginning of May.

Block Week activities

GC Netball
The College’s netball team are pushing title rivals, Hereford 
Sixth Form, right to the wire in their AoC West Midlands 
League. With three games remaining, the power is in GC’s 
hands. Should they win their remaining fixtures they will win 
the league outright. Good luck girls!

Charlie Priday on the drive

Easter Basketball Camp 
GC Blazers Basketball Academy hosted a very successful 
Easter Basketball Camp across four days. Assisted by two 
current players, Gianni Kelly and Damien Anderson, Danny 
James delivered a comprehensive clinic to young ballers 
aged 8-15 years.
More camps will be running like this in the future so if you 
are interested please contact the Sport Department.

Easter Basketball Camp

Meanwhile on the court the Basketball Academy won their 
most recent round in the National Cup, away to Churston 
Ferrers (see below).
This was off the back of a great win in the Final Fours 
tournament for the first time in the College’s history too, 
seeing off local schools and Cirencester College once more.
There is still all to play for in the AoC Sport West Midland’s 
League having to travel to Newcastle-under-Lyme College 
and hosting Birmingham MET. Next month’s newsletter will 
update you on Blazers’ tour to Norway!!!


